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Sir Robert 4. Falconer, President, 
University of Toronto, 
Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada. 


My dear Sir Robert, 


Just aS the vices and immoralities of brilliant 
men who have rendered great services to mankind often have been 
condoned, forgiven or forgotten, so today many are disposed to 
excuse, palliate or forgive the vileness of which the Germans have 
been guilty because of their supposedly great contributions to 
Science and civilization and also because of their much vaunted 
“efficiency”. 


Without imposing upon you a great list of the 
more important, epoch-making inventions and discoveries of the 
last 150 years, almost none of which can be credited to Germany, 
if you will review the progress of science and knowledge during 
this period, I think you will agree with me, that in proportion 
to her population Germany has not even done her share,- that 
She has made few, if any, of the basic discoveries and inventions 
Which have given us the material benefits and conveniences of our 
modern civilization. She has added greatly to the sum total of 
our knowledge by good work in a few fields of research, but this 
work has usually been that of amplification and continuation 
along lines where others had already shown the way. 


Thus, it seems to me, we can refute the false 
notion which has been carefully and industriously promulgated by 
German propagandists, that the World is under incalculable obliga- 
tions to Germany for the great discoveries and inventions which 
She has made and which have been of inestimable value im promoting 
the happiness and welfare of mankind, and that in this respect 
She is, par excellence, the leader of the Nations of the World; 
Whereas, if the Nations be rated by the number of basic discover- 
ies and inventions each has contributed to the sum of human achieve- 
ments, it will be found that Germany takes low rank in such a list. 
In recent years “Efficiency” has been enthroned as a Virtue to 
which all must render humble and worshipful homage, and it is per- 
haps not an exaggeration to assert that among those of material- 
istic tendencies Efficiency has been heralded as the greatest of 
all the Virtues. 


The singing of the praise of Germany as the most 
efficient Nation has not been without effect. We hear many ad- 
mitting and perhaps lauding German “efficiency” principally because 
there are few who have exerted themselves to show the fallacy of 
the evidence upon which such claim rests. 
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It will of course be admitted that Germany has shown 
the greatest efficiency in developing and enforcing control of 
her citizens by ruthless, autocratic methods of government, whereby 
the Nation has become an organization having War efficiency as 
its primal object. 


But it is not War efficiency which is so boastfully 
claimed as entitling Germany to rank first in National achievement, 
but efficiency in manufactures, in science, in the material arts, 
in the operation of public service utilities and in improved 
(sociological) government, both municipal and rural. 


We may freely admit that Germans have shown ability and 
efficiency in scientific research work, although this work has 
resulted in few epoch-making discoveries. Their efficiency in 
applied science and in manufactures must naturally be measured by 
the excellence of their products, and it is partly because of the 
loud and reiterated claims for supremacy in manufacturing, and part- 
ly because of the rapid expansion of German commerce, that many 
believe that the Germans are really efficient in manufacturing. 


It is perhaps useless to attempt to convince anyone by 
argunent alone that such belief is not warranted by the facts. 

f, however, one will merely take the short time necessary to com- 
pile even a short list of articles “made in Germany" that are 
Superior in materials and workmanship to similar articles made in 
any other country, it will at once become apparent that German 
manufactures sold in this and other countries are usually of 
mediocre quality both as to materials and workmanship and that the 
large German commerce has been built up by the manufacture, from 
poor materials and with cheap and often unskilled labor, of articles 
designed to be sold to those who are unable to judge of the quality 
of the goods or whose limited resources require them to buy the 
cheapest and not the best goods. The articles of German manu- 
facture carried in stock before the war by the great department 
Stores in New York and other cities were of this general character. 
They were cheap, or rather they were low in price, and this was 
their principal merit. Such articles have found ready Sale among 
the poorer peoples of Mexico and of Central and South American 
countries, and it is to this fact that the rapid growth of German 
commerce principally may be attributed. 
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Again, if the Germans be more efficient than others, 
how is it that none of the really great American industries (other 
then brewing and baking) have been established, developed and 
dominated by any of the millions of Germans who have emigrated to 
America in the last 50 years? On this side of the Atlantic 
there is no German Carnegie, or Jones & Laughlin, Schwab, Drummond, 
Westinghouse, Bdison, Ford, Brill, Cramp, Pillsbury, Stetson, 
McCormick, Studebaker, Bement or Dobson. 
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Germany has made medicines and chemicals and dyes on 
&@ large scale, possibly because others did not care actively to 
compete in these industries, but have not dyes of the best quality 
always been made in England and France, and have not the pures 
chemicals been made by the English? 


I am moved to take the liberty to write you thus at 
length because printed in our newspapers of February 23rd are 
certain excerpts from your address delivered at the University Day 
exercises of the University of Pennsylvania, held at the Academy 
of Music in Philadelphia on February 22nd, containing this state- 
ment: “the German Universities. ... . have poisoned and perverted 
the most externally efficient people that have ever appeared on 
this eart and because 1 fear that notwithstanding the strong 


condemnatory phrases which accompany this sentence it will be held 
to be an endorsement of the German claims conceding to them supreme 
efficiency, and as such may be used to strengthen their political 
propaganda and increase the number of their adherents, and with 
the hope that you may perhaps add the prestige of your opinion 

to dispel this glamour of an efficiency which in reality exists 

in imagination and not in fact. 


I am taking the liberty of handing a copy of this let- 
ter to a newspaper in which the above-mentioned excerpts have been 
published as quotations from your address, 

Very truly yours, 
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